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Technology 

 
During the 3rd marking period in technology 

class, the first graders worked on a solar system project.   

They used a new program called Pixie 3.  They 

combined facts with images to create a multi-slide 

presentation. 

 

Music Springs into Action 

 
Springtime makes us think of many activities. 

Pre-K students are getting ready for their end of the year 

ceremony. In Kindergarten we are learning songs that 

deal with nature while creating movements to 

accompany the lyrics. First and second graders are 

enjoying learning about rhythm notation, as well as, the 

Blues, form and tone color. Third and fourth graders are 

anxiously awaiting their spring concert which will take 

place 7:00 P.M. on May 23 at Becton High School. 

Hope everyone has had a healthy fulfilling school year!  

 

Physical Education 
 

 
 
 All students used their jumping skills to play 

volleyball.  Using their imagination, they visited the 

beach to play beach volleyball with an oversized beach 

ball.  Classes pretended to be race cars learning about 

speed and the meanings of the different color flags.  

Your children touched an actual race car tire, driver’s 

gloves and his sneakers.  Everyone enjoyed the Zumba 

assembly. Field day is scheduled for Thursday, May 19, 

2016.  Please save the date and join us.  

 

           Principal’s Message 
 

This year is going by quickly and I would like to 

take this opportunity to say “Thank You” for all of your 

help, support, and involvement in making it a very 

rewarding and satisfying experience for your children.  I 

would like to share some of our engaging activities that 

took place this past month: 

 Celebration of  Read Across America 

 Roaring Reading Rally 

 Pre-K & Kindergarten Concert 

 Sky Dome Presentation 

 Save the Earth Assembly 

 Light It Up Blue Day for Autism 

Awareness 

 To find out about more of our school’s activities, I 

would like to invite you to see McKenzie School’s and the 

East Rutherford School District’s websites.  Our website 

has been designed to be a valuable source of school news, 

timely information, and easily found contact information 

for parents, students, and visitors to the site.  Stay tuned in 

the coming months for new resources and updates to the 

site.  If you have not already, please download our mobile 

app that accompanies our website.  Please feel free to 

contact us with any suggestions or questions regarding the 

site.  The contact information is: Dave Higgins 

dhiggins@erboe.net. 

 

Guidance 
 

 
  
  Our students have been quite busy in their 

classrooms. Third and fourth graders have been working 

hard in preparation of PARCC testing. The Kindergarten, 

First, and Second graders will begin their Spring MAP 

testing in May. The MAP results will be sent home with the 

last report card.  

  Please feel free to call Mrs. Puig (Guidance 

Counselor) at 201-531-1235(4004) if there are any 

questions regarding testing or test results.  
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Arbor Day Poster Contest for 4th Grade 

 
 

The East Rutherford Redevelopment Agency is 

sponsoring the 11th annual Arbor Day Poster Contest. The 

theme for this year is, “Trees Are Terrific for Our Health and 

Happiness”.  

Students do not write your name on the paper. Mrs. 

Speer will assign each child a code number. Use 12 by 18 

inch paper. One sheet of paper will be given to each 4th 

grade student. A good technique to use is to sketch your idea 

with pencil, outline with marker and color in with crayons. 

Please do not use pastels.  

The final copy of the poster is due on April 18, 

2016. There will be one winner from each 4th grade 

homeroom. Certificates will be presented at the May 17, 

2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  

 Good Luck! 

 

Earth Day in Pre-K  

Pre-K is getting ready for Earth Day.  We will be learning 

different ways we can protect the earth.  Those ways include 

learning how to recycle, reuse, and save energy.  Pre-K is 

going to be doing projects out of recycled materials.  Please 

join us in saving our planet! 

 

Wild About Wildlife! 

 

 
 

 The Kindergarten children are wildly excited about 

their trip to the Wyckoff Wildlife Center! They can’t wait for 

this adventure on April 26th and April 27th.  The teachers are 

helping them prepare for this outing by reading books and 

completing activities about what they will discover on their 

journey. 

 The students continue advancing their reading skills 

through our new Benchmark Reading series as well as 

sharpening math skills with the GO Math. Writing skills are 

used daily in a variety of ways that include story and 

alphabet journals. 

The Kindergarteners as well as all of us eagerly await the 

arrival of some REAL spring weather. After all, doesn’t 

Mother Nature know that April Showers Bring May 

Flowers?  NOT, April Freezing Brings May Sneezing?! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade Spring Happenings 

 
 The first grade students had an amazing experience 

when they went on their class trip in February to the Bergen 

Performing Arts Center to see a production of Junie B’s 

Essential Survival Guide to School. This was a wonderful 

theatre performance put on by Theatreworks USA. This 

charming musical is based on one of a series of books by 

Judith Viorst. Students were able to make connections 

between the text and the live-action stage performance. The 

students were also able to experience the beloved characters 

from the Junie B. Jones series of books, including Junie B. 

Jones herself, come to life.  

 The first grade students are so glad that spring is 

finally here! As the year progresses they are demonstrating 

more independence in both the reading and writing workshop 

settings. They have also been working hard at developing 

their math skills. They are learning about picture graphs, bar 

graphs, tally charts and how to interpret information. They 

are also developing their knowledge of geometry. The 

students really enjoyed learning how to tell time to the hour 

and half-hour! As the children use their skill of telling time, 

they are beginning to notice that time is going by so quickly!  

 

 

The Adventures of Flat Stanley 

                    
The second graders are about to embark on 

adventures with their new friend, Flat Stanley!  The students 

have read the story, Flat Stanley, written by Jeff Brown, 

about a young boy who is squashed flat by a falling bulletin 

board.  On the bright side, he discovers that his parents can 

now easily slip him into an envelope and mail him to new, 

exciting places! 

Our very own Flat Stanley will be visiting all of the 

students’ homes and they will document his visits in a 

journal that will be shared in the classroom.  As well, each 

child has made a small Flat Stanley who will be been sent to 

visit with their family and friends all across America.  

Family members and friends will take him along on outings, 

snap travel photos, and keep a journal of their activities, 

giving insight into life in their part of the world.  
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Spring Has Sprung Out Chrome Notebooks 

 

   

 It is with great pleasure to announce that McKenzie 

School’s BSI students now have access to eight new Chrome 

Notebooks.  This will benefit the students on a daily basis in 

becoming proficient 21st century learners.  In addition, 

students will have more opportunities to perceive, listen to, 

and interact with lesson materials whereas instruction is more 

meaningful and students become more driven to learn.    The 

positive influence this interactive way of teaching and 

learning is endless! 

 

English as a Second Language 

 

 
          All ESL students have completed their WIDA 2.0 

testing.   The test still consists of listening speaking, reading, 

and writing in all content subject areas, but is now performed 

partially online. ESL students in kindergarten take pencil and 

paper tests, first, second, and third grades performed part of 

their test online, but for grades 4 and up it is completely 

online.  Everything ran smoothly, thanks to the extensive 

technology upgrades both schools have recently undergone. 

 
Nurse’s Corner 

 

 
 In February, McKenzie Elementary School was 

fortunate to have a representative from Hackensack 

University Medical Center Trauma Center provide education 

on trauma and injury prevention through their Traumaroo 

Program. 

 The programs taught us about playground, auto and 

bike safety, as well as Pedestrian Safety and prevention of 

head and spinal cord injury.   

 Students were reminded that the best way to manage 

trauma is to prevent it.  

Always wear your seatbelts to keep us safe and use 

protective equipment.  Students also learned the proper way 

to call 911.  

 

“Just be safe and you’ll be cool.” 

Traumaroo says, “That’s the rule.” 

 
 

 

MATH-A-THON CHALLENGE! 

 
 

How can practicing math skills help children in need? 

 By participating in St. Jude Math-A-Thon, of course!  This 

year's third grade students have been challenged to take part in 

St. Jude Math-A-Thon.  For over 30 years, thousands of schools 

across the nation have participated in this program, raising much 

needed funds for the patients of St. Jude Children's Research 

Hospital.  Math-A-Thon is a free, education-based program that 

benefits St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  Each year 

thousands of schools participate in Math-A-thon, helping to raise 

millions of dollars for the patients of St. Jude.  The research 

done at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital has helped bring 

survival rates for childhood cancers from less than 20 percent to 

more than 80 percent.   
Donations from the Math-A-Thon program make it 

possible for St. Jude to treat patients regardless of a family’s 

ability to pay.  The daily operating cost for St. Jude is $1.7 

million, which is primarily covered by donations like 

ours.  Every child that participates in Math-A-Thon will receive 

a Funbook with about 250 math problems in it.  Students will 

raise money by collecting pledges from friends and family.  Our 

goal is to raise $1,000.  Third graders are excited to be part of 

this wonderful cause.  Last year's third graders raised $1,163!  

Can this year's third graders top that?  Let's find out! 

 

 
 The fourth graders have been working diligently to 

master the skills for a successful performance on the PARCC 

Test. Lessons and instructions, as well as homework, in Math, 

Reading, Language Arts. Science and Social Studies provide 

necessary preparation for this assessment. 

 Students are acquiring strategies, problem solving 

techniques, writing skills and developing robust vocabulary 

which will ensure confidence and success. 

  At home reinforcement of skills and knowledge will 

benefit the children. 

Some suggestions include: 

 Drill basic facts 

 Stress problem solving strategies and the writing 

process 

 Explain how and why in Math problem solving 

 Encourage writing complete, detailed sentences 

 Read directions carefully 

 Make good use of allotted time and check your work 

 For an open-ended response use details from the 

passage 

We know you will make us proud- fourth graders! 
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FRIENDLY REMINDER 

 

 

 Please be advised that the New Jersey compulsory 
attendance laws require that all children between the ages 
of six and sixteen regularly attend school.  Extended 
vacations should be planned during a period when school 
is not in session. 

Please remember that if your child is going to 

be late for school, YOU MUST COME INTO THE 

OFFICE TO SIGN THEM IN.  Students ARE NOT 

to come into school late WITHOUT AN ADULT. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 
4/11 – 4/15 Spring Recess- No School 

4/20 – 4/26 3rd Grade PARCC Testing 

4/26 & 4/27 Kindergarten Class Trips 

4/27 – 5/3 4th Grade PARCC Testing 

4/29  Progress Reports Sent Home 

5/11  Mrs. Feldman’s Class Trip 

5/11  PTA Meeting 7PM at Faust 

5/13  Holly Rock Assembly Grades 3 & 4 

5/17  4th Grade Class Trip 

5/19 Field Day 

5/20 Field Day Rain Date 

5/23 3rd and 4th Grade Concert at Becton 

5/24 Scholastic Book Fair 

5/25 NJ ASK Grade 4 Science 

5/27 – 5/31 No School – Memorial Day 

6/1 NJ ASK Grade 4 Science Makeups 

6/3 2nd Grade Trip 

6/6 2nd Grade Trip Rain Date 

6/7 Fourth Grade Orientation at Faust 

6/8 Pre-K Moving Up Ceremony 

6/8 PTA Meeting 7PM at Faust 

6/10 Alex’s Lemonade Stand 

6/15 4th Grade Celebration 

6/15 – 6/17 One Session Days 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remind your child to check  

the Lost and Found for any items they 

may be missing. 

 

 
 

If Your Child is Absent 

 

 

 

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT, 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE 

SCHOOL AT 201-531-1235 AND PRESS 1 

TO LEAVE A MESSAGE. 

 
 

Students returning to school require a 

note: 

 

3 days or less – Parent’s note 

More than 3 days – Doctor’s note 

Any student being treated for flu like 

symptoms – Doctor’s note  

 

All notes should include the dates and 

reason for absence. 
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SAFETY REMINDERS:  

                        
General 
 

 Students will be going outside for 
recess most days.  They need warm 
jackets. 

 
Arrival 

 Students should not arrive to school before 
8:10A.M.  Supervision is not provided 
before this time.  Arriving early causes 
congestion on Carlton Ave. 

 After 8:10A.M. students are to be 
discharged at curbside on New Street, or at 
the Wall Street drop-off area. The length of 
the curb provides space for 5-6 cars to 
discharge passengers.  

 Do not let your child out of the car on the 
driver’s side, and please move as safely as 
possible so that the line keeps moving and 
congestion on Carlton Ave. is limited. 

 Please wait your turn.   

 Watch carefully as you pull away from the 
curb. 

 The East Rutherford Police have suggested 
that parents consider discharging older 
students on Wall St. and having them walk 
to the New St. entrance, or parking in the 
town’s recreation parking lot on Paterson 
Ave and crossing the field to the New St. 
entrance. 

 Get to school on time. The day begins at 
8:30A.M. 

 If late, please park your car and follow the 
late arrival instructions below. 

 Students arriving after 8:35 must be 
escorted and signed in by an adult. 

 
Dismissal 

 Anytime there is a change in your child’s 
dismissal procedure, he/she must have a 
note. 

 If your child rides the bus, he/she is 
expected to ride the same bus, going to the 
same stop each day. 

 Please pick your child up on time both from 
bus stops and here at school. 

 Do not park illegally when picking-up. 
 

 

For Your Information 

 

 
 

 Be sure that we have all of your current 
information, such as address and phone numbers.   
  

 It is imperative that we have a working 
phone number to reach parents, guardians, and 
emergency contacts.   
                             

 Please send a note to school with all 
changes.  This is for the safety and security of your 
child. 

Classroom Parties 

 

 
 Parent(s) or staff members who wish to 

supply food/beverages for any event or 
occasion must contact the classroom 
teacher to arrange the date/time for the 
event/celebration and to determine if any 
child in the classroom is allergic to any 
particular food item. 

 Parent(s) or staff members must bring to 
school only food/snack items or beverages 
that have been prepared or manufactured 
by a commercial establishment and 
packaged or boxed in a sealed container 
provided by the same commercial 
establishment where the items were 
purchased.  The manufacturer’s official 
printed ingredient list must be on the 
container.  No hand written ingredient lists 
will be accepted. 

 All food must be brought to the main office 
for inspection. 

 No home-baked or homemade items will be 
permitted.  
 

 
 
 
 


